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BO  UPIIE ,  Line  s , 

February,  1966, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  27th  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Building  Inspector 
during  the  year  1965 o 

1,  STATISTICS 


Total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  6692 

Number  of  sanitary  vJorks  completed  ,,  ,,  •»  •»  152 

Nuraber  of  letters  and  notices  despatched,,  ..  ,,  2975 


Total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  6692 
Number  of  sanitary  vJorks  completed  ,,  ,,  ,,  •»  152 
Nuraber  of  letters  and  notices  despatched,,  ,,  2975 


2,  DETAILS  OF  VISITS 

VJater  Supplies 

11 

Food  Hygiene 

22 

Mater  S amides 

9 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

3 

Drainage 

1190 

Restaurants  and  Caf&s 

7 

Drain  Tests 

383 

Fried  Fish  Shop 

1 

VJatercourses 

20 

Grocers'  Shops 

Public  Conveniences 

16 

Grocer' s  Van 

1 

Farm  Effluents 

8 

Butchers'  Shops 

4 

Disinfestations 

2 

S la  ught  e  rho  uses 

382 

P.il.A,  Nuisances 

I84 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

26 

Refuse  Disposal 

9 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

22 

Moveable  Dwellings 

76 

Dairies  &  Milk  Distributors 

21 

Factories  and  "workshops 

2 

Id  Ik  Samples 

50 

Licensed  Premises 

5 

Place  of  Entertainment 

1 

Petroleum  Acts 

200 

Rag  Flock  L  Other  Filling 

Building  Inspections 

1931 

Materials  Act,  1951, 

2 

Planning 

20 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 

Housing  Visits 

394 

Promises  Act,  1963, 

103 

Improvement  Grants 

912 

Animal  Boarda.ng 

Mortgages 

15 

Sstablishraents  Act,  1963. 

3 

Infectious  Diseases  15 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  628 
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3. 


liiSPECTION  AKD  S.Pi.RVISION  OF  FOOD  SbPPLlFS. 


(a)  Ice  Cream 

I\jent7~six  visits  were  made  to  tne  two  xjremises  in  the  District 
where  ice  cream  is  manufactured,  and  to  the  several  shops  where  ice 
cream  is  sold  by  retail. 


Twenty-two  samples  of  ice  creara  and  twelve  samples  of  iced 
lollipops  were  taken  during  the  year.  Twenty  of  the  twenty-two 
ice  cream  samples  taken  were  reported,  upon  analysis,  to  be  in 
Provisional  Grades  1  and  2,  which  are  satisfactory,  and  the  remaining 
two  samples  were  reported  to  oe  in  Provisional  Grade  3,  which  is 
unsatisfactory.  Both  unsatisfactory  samples  were  produced  by 
manufacturers  outside  the  Rural  District,  and  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspectors  of  the  areas  concerned  were  advised  of  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  with  a  view  to  similar  checks  being  made  at 
the  ice  cream  factories  concerned. 

All  twelve  iced  lollipop  samples  taken  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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Details  ox  the  samples  of  ice  cream  and  iced  lollipops  taken 
during  the  year  are  as  follow s:- 


Ice  Cream  Samples 

J 

1 

1 

i 

Sample 

Number 

Identification 

Type  of 

Sample 

. 

Methylene 

Date 

i 

■ 

■ 

Reference  of 
Manufacturer 

Blue  Test 
Provisional 
Grade 

} 

2,6,65 

■ 

1 

I'/21  a.K.R.D.C. 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

1 

2,6,65 

2 

1j/2  Outside  Area 

V* rapped  Block 

1 

2,6,65 

3 

1/6  Outside  Area 

trapped  Block 

1 

2.6,65 

4 

Ij/S  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

2,6,65 

5 

1^23  Outside  Area 

'trapped  Block 

1 

21,7,65 

6 

ly  23  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

21.7.65 

7 

^/o  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

21.7.65 

s 

Iy15  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

21,7.65 

9 

hy  2  0  ut  si  de  Are  a 

VI rapped  Block 

1  1 

j 21.7.65 

10 

i/21  S.K.R.D.C. 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

1 

1  21,7^65 

11 

6  Outside  Area 

VaI rapped  Block 

3 

il7.8„65 

a2 

il/21  S.K.B.D.C. 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

1 

i 17.8.65 

13 

¥1/2  Outside  Area 

"Wrapped  Block 

1 

117.8.65 

14 

li/6  Outside  Area 

VI rapped  Block 

2 

1 17.8.65 

15 

1^/8  Outside  i^rea 

Wrapped  Block 

3 

117.8.65 

16 

1/23  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

29.9,65 

17 

1^21  S.K.R.D.C, 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

1 

29.9.65 

18 

¥i/2  Outside  Area 

VI rapped  Block 

1 

29.9.65 

1  19 

ly  6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

29.9.65 

j  20 

i''y'l5  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

29.9.65 

S  21 

V/Q  Outside  Area 

'Wrapped  Block 

2 

29.9.65 

!  22 

1 

i 

1/23  Outside  iirea 

[ 

Vi  rapped  Block 

5 


— 

1 

i 

i 

! 

Lollipop  Samples 

!  1 

j 

1 

Date 

1 

■ 

1 

Sample 

Number 

1 

i 

1 

j 

Identification 
Reference  of 
Manufacturer 

' 

... 

i 

Type  of 
Sample 

Metiiylene 
Blue  Test 
Provisional 
Grade 

2.6.65 

1 

1 

1 

I'’^21  S.  N.R.D.C, 

*Starpop* 

Lollipop 

1 

2.6.65 

2 

1/2  Outside  Area 

Milk 

Lollipop 

2 

1  2,6,65 

3 

¥i/ 6  Outside  Area 

Mi  Me 

Lollipop 

1 

2.6.65 

4 

l'/3  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 
Lollipop 

1 

21.7.65 

5 

I'/ 2  Outside  Area 

U*Joppa‘ 

Milk 

Lollipop 

2 

21,7,65 

6 

IY15  Outside  Area 

Choc  Stik 
Lollipop 

1 

21.7.65 

7 

l-'i/  6  Outside  Lee  a 

Sea  Jet 
Lollipop 

1 

17.8.65 

8 

l/2  Outside  iirea 

Lollipop 

1 

17.8.65 

9 

l/l5  Outside  Area 

Lollipop 

1 

117.8.65 

10 

l/8  Outside  Area 

Lollipop 

1 

29.9.65 

11 

1/2  Outside  Area 

*VJ  oppa  * 

Milk 

Lollipop 

1 

29.9.65 

12 

1 

l/6  Outside  Area 

Milk 

Lollipop 

1 

i 
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(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 


One  of  the  most  important  duties  among  the  many  carried  out  by 
your  Public  Health  Inspectors  is  that  of  meat  inspection  at  the  three 
licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  and  top  priority  is  always 
given  to  this  branch  of  the  work  of  the  Department,  in  order  to  ensure 
that  meat  consumed  in  the  Rural  District  is  pure  and  wholesome,  and 
free  from  disease.  For  tliis  purpose,  100%  inspection  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  district  has  been  carried  out,  once  again,  during 
the  year  under  review,  and  I  would  express  my  thanks  to  the  three 
butchers  concerned  for  their  co-operation  in  aciiieving  tl'iis.  The 
meat  derived  from  the  animals  slaughtered  is  of  excellent  quality, 
and  tliis  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that,  of  356  adult  cattle 
slaughtered,  only  4  were  cows,  the  remainder  being  either  young 
bullocks  or  heifers. 

The  three  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  annually  by  the  Council, 
and  a  Ministry  of  Food  Veterinary  Officer  visits  them  once  a  year  in 
company  with  your  Officers,  vjjien,  apart  perhaps  from  minor  items, 
which  the  butchers  are  asked  to  rectify,  he  expresses  satisfaction 
at  the  way  the  premises  are  conducted. 

The  following  animals,  a  total  of  1999^  were  inspected  at  the 
three  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year 
1965:- 

Bulls  Bullocks  Cows  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  and  Lambs  Pigs 
255  4  97  -  1270  373 


As  a  result  of  such  inspections,  the  following  unsound  meat  vjas 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed: - 


3 

Pigs’  mesenteries 

3 

lb. 

Tuberculosis 

5 

Pigs'  heads  and  tongues 

47 

lb. 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Pig's  lungs 

2 

lb. 

Tuberculosis 

17 

Bullocks'  livers 

202 

lb. 

Fascioliasis 

Portions  of  8  Bullocks’  livers 

50 

lb. 

Fascioliasis 

1 

Heifer's  liver 

O 

lb. 

Fascioliasis 

1 

Bullock*  s  head  and  tongue 

35 

lb. 

Cysticercus 

Bovis 

1 

Bullock's  head,  tongue  and  heart 

40 

lb. 

Cysticercus 

Bovis 

1 

Pig's  head  and  tongue 

8 

lb. 

Cysticercus  Equi 

2 

Pigs’  plucks 

M 

lb. 

Pie urisy 

1 

Pig's  lungs 

3 

lb. 

Pleurisy 

7 


1 

Pig's  pluck 

8 

• 

rO 

r-I 

Pleurisy  and 

Congestion 

4 

Pigs'  lungs 

3£) 

lb. 

Pneumonia 

2 

Pigs'  livers 

8 

lb. 

Cirrhosis 

1 

Bullock's  liver 

14 

lb. 

Cirrhosis 

3 

Pigs'  livers 

12 

lb. 

Necrosis 

9 

Bullocks'  livers 

119 

lb. 

Abscesses 

1 

Heifer' s  liver 

10 

lb. 

Abscesses 

1 

Bullock' s  liver 

15 

lb. 

Multiple 

Abscesses 

3 

Sheop's  livers 

4i 

lb. 

Parasites 

1 

Pig's  head  and  tongue 

7 

lb. 

Parasitic 

1 

Pig's  kidney 

1 

2 

lb. 

Retention  Cysts 

1 

Bullock's  mesentery 

6 

lb. 

Pentastomes 

1 

Heifer' s  liver 

14 

lb. 

Fatty 

Degeneration 

Sheep's  lungs 

3 

lb. 

Strongyli 

1 

Pig's  carcase  and  offals 

42 

lb. 

Emaciation 

1 

Pig' s  carcase  and  offals 

64^ 

lb. 

Toxaemia 

1 

Pig's  heart 

3 

4 

lb. 

Pericarditis 

1 

Pig's  carcase  and  offals 

128 

lb. 

Septicaemia 

1 

Sheep's  liver 

lb. 

Tenuicollis 

1 

Pig's  pluck 

9 

lb. 

Oedema 

Part  of  Pig’s  liver 

1 

2 

lb. 

White  Spot 

1 

Sheep's  hindquarter 

13 

lb. 

Sheep  "worried” 

by  dogs. 


Total  vjeight  of  unsound  meat  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed  during  the  year  1965:- 


8  cvjts.  0  qr,  0  st,  5  lb. 
8  cwts,  1  qr.  0  st,  5  lb. 


12  ozs, 
6  ozs. 


as  compared  "with 
for  the  previous 
year. 


8 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 

1 

i 

Cattle  1 

I 

Cows 

i 

Calves 

Sheep  and 

Pigs  1 

1 

i 

(excluding) 

Lambs 

Cows 

t 

1 

Namber  liilled 

352 

1 

4  1 

1270 

373 

Nuraber  Inspected 

352 

4 

! 

1 

1270 

373 

All  Diseases  except 

I 

Tuberculosis 

(a)  Vj'hole  carcases 

1 

condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

(b)  Carcases  of  uhich 

some  part  or  organ 
vjas  condemned 

42 

— 

7 

19 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 

than  Tuberculosis 

11.93% 

— 

— 

.55% 

5.89^ 

Tuberculosis  only: 

(a)  Whole  carcases 

condemned 

— 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

_ 

9 

percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

; 

-•41^ 

Cysticercosis 

i 

i 

» 

(a)  Carcases  of  which 

t 

1 

t 

some  organ  was 
condemned 

2 

— 

(b)  Carcases  submitted 

i 

for  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

2 

~  i 

(c)  Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

1 

1 

i 

! 

( 

j 

1 

t 

1 

J -  - 

*  -  - - 

1 

1  1 

9 


Tuberculosis,  once  the  scourge  of  many  adult  cattle,  has  not 
been  found  for  several  years  past  in  any  beast  slaughtered  in  the 
district,  and  demonstrates  the  remarkable  success  achieved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  their  campaign  carried 
out  several  years  ago  to  eradicate  this  disease,  Wiiilst  the 
eradication  campaign  did  not  include  pigs,  the  incidence  of 
Tuberculosis  found  in  pigs  slaughtered  at  the  three  slaughterhouses 
has  continued  to  fall,  and  localised  tubercular  infections  were 
found  in  only  9  out  of  373  pigs  slaughtered.  The  incidence  of 
Cysticercus  Bovis  was  also  low,  and  it  was  necessary  in  only  two 
cases  of  localised  infection  to  order  the  retention  of  two  beast 
carcases  in  cold  store  for  2  to  3  weeks,  in  order  to  ld.ll  tliis 
parasite, 

(c)  Milk 

Viliilst  the  need  for  ensuring  that  milk  is  produced  under 
hygienic  conditions  at  the  farms  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  it  is  a  matter  for 
regret  that  no  positive  action  has  yet  been  taken  by  the  powers- 
that-be  in  regard  to  the  eradication  of  Brucella  Abortus  from 
dairy  herds,  in  connection  with  which  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  (Dr,  H.  Ellis  Smith)  has  been  campaigning  for  several  years 
past.  Your  Officers  consider  that  this  is  of  sufficient  importance 
in  the  protection  of  public  health  to  necessitate  regular  sampling 
from  two  dairy  herds  in  the  district,  the  milk  from  which  is  delivered 
to  householders  without  prior  heat  treatment.  During  the  year  50 
samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  these  two  dairy  herds,  of  wliich  one 
vjas  found  to  be  positive  for  Brucella,-  Abortus,  The  two  farmers 
concerned  have  co-operated  with  your  Officers  in  either  withdrav/ing 
such  milk  from  sale,  or  by  getting  rid  of  the  infected  cows. 
Nevertheless,  the  position  is  most  unsatisfactory  in  that  such  cows 
can  be  sold  on  the  open  market,  and  can  find  their  way  into  other  dairy 
herds,  thus  continuing  instead  of  eradicating  the  disease.  The 
Rural  District  Councils’  Association,  on  the  representation  of  this 
Council,  has  endeavoured  to  press  for  amending  legislation  in 
connection  with  Brucella  Abortus,  but  without  success,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  representations  in  this  connection  will  continue  to  bo 
made  from  time  to  time  until  the  present  unsatisfactoiy  position  is 
rectified. 


4,  HOBBING 

Number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1965 
Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  1965 
Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Improvement  Grants 

during  1965 


39 

189 

51 


Number  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Council  during 

1965 


123 


1,  Inspection  of  dv’ellinghouses  during-  tne  year  1965. 


1(a)  Total  nui'xiber  of  (l►^’ellingnouses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  -  178 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose  -  354 

2(a)  Number  of  dvmllinghouses  (included  under 
Sub-head  1  above)  vjliich  vere  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  iict,  1957  -  96 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purj)ose  -  140 

3,  Number  of  dwcllinghouses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for. human  habitation  -  111 


4#  Number  of  dvjellinghouses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
Sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
fit  for  human  habitation  -  31 

V 

2*  Remedy  of  Defects  durin^r  the  year  mtliout  service 

of  Formal  Notices, 

1.  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 

3  •  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during'  the  year. 

A.  proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 

1*  Number  of  diJellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  -  Nil 

2,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: - 

(a)  By  owners  —  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  -  Nil 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts> 

1,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  v;erG  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  -  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dee llingho uses  in  wiiich  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Noticesi- 


(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

— 

Nil 

default  of  owners 

— 

Nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing?  Act, 

1957, 

1. 

Number  of  ci/Jellinghouses  in  respect 
i\jhich  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

of 

mm 

35 

2, 

Number  of  duellinghouses  demolished 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

in 

- 

29 

3, 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 

- 

6 

4. 

Nuriber  of  undertakings  accepted 

6 

With  the  appointment  by  the  Council  of  a  Building  Inspector, 
tiiis  has  had  the  effect  of  making  more  time  available  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  for  public  health  duties,  and,  during  the  past  year 
the  tempo  of  the  Council's  Slum  Clearance  Programme  was  accelerated. 
Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  a  further  72  sub-standard  houses,  and, 
as  a  result,  35  Demolition  Orders  and  6  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

In  addition,  undertakings  to  repair  were  accepted  by  the  Council 
from  property  owners  in  respect  of  6  houses. 

In  the  first  10  years  of  our  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  as 
submitted  to  and  accepted  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  447  houses  have  now  been  dealt  with,  which  leaves  us 
approximately  210  houses  to  deal  with  in  the  remaining  o  years  of 
our  Programme,  It  will  be  noted,  therefore,  that  we  are  well  in 
front  of  our  '‘timetable”. 


Details  of  the  position  as  at  the  31st  December,  1965^  are  as 
follows:- 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  action 
vjas  taken  up  to  the  31st  December,  1965;  under  the 
Sluifl  Clearance  Programme 


447 


(b)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which:- 


(1)  Demolition  Orders  were  made  —  221 

(2)  Closing  Orders  were  made  -  72 

(3)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  repair  ~  44 

(4)  Undertald.ngs  were  accepted  not  to  relet  -  16 

(5)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  use  as 

agricultural  or  other  stores  -  23 

(6)  Action  not  yet  determined  -  71 

(c)  Number  of  houses  demolished  -  212 


(d)  Total  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with  an  Slum 

Clearance  Programme,  up  to  the  10th  September, 

1973;  as  per  proposals  sent  to  and  agreed  with 

the  Hinistry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  -  657 

A  further  29  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  212  houses  demolished  during  the  first  ten  years  of  the 
Slum  Clearance  Programme,  During  those  ten  years,  the  Council  has 
made  221  Demolition  Orders  and  72  Closing  Orders,  and,  once  the 
tenants  are  re-housed,  the  owners  are  pressed  to  have  them  demolished. 
Unfortunately,  there  are  some  tenants  of  condemned  houses  who, 
because  of  old-age,  or  because  they  are  living  in  sub-standard  houses 
with  low  rents,  do  not  wish  to  be  re-housed  in  either  modern  new 
Council  houses  or  bungalows.  In  the  first  category  of  old-age, 

I'^here  the  tenants  have  lived  in  their  present  environment  for  many 
years  and  do  not  wish  to  be  uprooted,  this  is  a  very  huiaan  problem 
and  difficult  of  solution.  In  the  second  category,  however,  where 
younger  parents  with  young  families  are  unwilling  to  move  because 
they  would  have  to  pay  a  liigher  rent,  whilst  compulsion  must  be  a 
last  resort  after  all  persuasive  measures  have  failed,  the  Council 
must  take  action  to  re-house  these  families,  particularly  for  the 
sake  of  the  future  generation,  and  then  enforce  the  demolition  of 
the  condemned  houses. 

The  Council's  Housing  Standards  Committee,  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Councillor  H,!!,  Bailey,  listens  most  sympathetically 
to  cases  of  hardsliip,  both  to  owners  and  tenants,  which  occur  when 
action  is  being  considered  in  respect  of  sub-standard  houses  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  members  of  this  Committee  have  an  unenviable 
task  in  carrying  out  the  Council's  resiconsibilities  in  tnis  sphere 
of  housing  work.  The  Committee  carries  out  its  obligations  with 
the  utmost  resolution  where  this  is  necessary,  but  also  endeavours 
to  temper  justice  with  mercy  where  reasonable  representations  are 
made  by  owners  after  Notices  of  Time  and  Place  have  been  served  upon 
them  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  The  Council's  Tenants 
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Committee,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Councillor  Mrs,  E.M,  Percival, 
plays  its  part  in  allocating  tenancies  of  Council  houses  or  bungalovjs 
to  tenants  of  condemned  properties,  despite  the  many  other  claims  for 
priority  re-housing  with  vjhich  this  Committee  has  to  deal, 

VJhilst  the  Council  is  very  active  in  the  building  of  new  Council 
houses  and  bungalows,  and  in  connection  with  the  clearance  of  houses 
wi'dch  liave  out-lived  their  useful  life,  eveiy  encouragement  is  given 
to  property  owners  who  wish  to  improve  their  houses  with  the  aid 
of  Discretionary  or  Standard  Improvement  Grants,  and  the  Council's 
progressive  policy  in  triis  latter  respect  is  amply  illustrated  by 
the  details  given  in  respect  of  Improvement  Grants  in  Section  10 
of  this  Report, 

The  number  of  new  Council-owned  dwellings  erected  during  the 
year  was  39  as  compared  with  35  for  tne  previous  year,  and  123 
families  were  re-housed  either  in  new  abodes  or  in  existing  dwellings, 
as  compared  witii  59  for  the  previous  year.  One  of  the  problems  of 
our  present  era,  with  many  more  people  living  longer  lives,  is  their 
vjelfare  and  happiness  in  their  declining  years.  Their  housing 
welfare  is  provided  for  by  many  more  old  people's  bungalows  being 
built,  and  by  the  provision  of  grouped  welfare  bungalow  schemes, 
but  this  may  not  be  the  whole  answer  in  regard  to  their  happiness. 

Old  age  clings  to  youth  as  young  cliildren  cling  to  their  parents, 
and  one  vjonders  periiaps  whether  there  is  not  a  future  for  tliree— 
storey  dwelling  units  being  constructed.  Not  only  would  these 
make  the  best  use  of  valuable  building  land,  but  they  could  be 
constructed  with  a  ground  floor  living  unit  for  mother  anchor  father 
in  their  remaining  years,  with  the  second  living  unit  comprising 
the  second  and  third  floors  being  occupied  by  a  married  son  or 
daughter  and  family.  They  would,  of  course,  need  to  be  satisfactorily 
sound  insulated,  but  would  have  the  undoubted  advantage  of  both 
parties  living  independently,  yet  the  old  folks  having  someone 
nearest  and  dearest  to  them  on  hand  to  keep  an  eye  on  them. 
Furthermore,  the  old  folks  vjould  have  the  benefit  of  looking  out 
upon  a  garden  wiiich  could  be  tended  and  beautified  by  their  younger 
married  offspring. 

During  the  year,  189  new  private  houses  and  bungalows  were 
built  by  private  enterprise,-  as  compared  with  115  during  the  previous 
year,  and  248  houses  and  bungalows  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  as  compared  with  203  in  course  of  erection  at  the 
end  of  1964*  As  forecast  in  last  year' s  report,  the  past  year  saw 
the  highest  number  of  houses  to  be  built  in  the  Rural  District  than 
ever  before,  and,  in  view  of  the  number  of  Planning  Consents  already 
given  on  land  wlxLcii  has  not  yet  been  developed,  it  would  appear  that 
the  impetus  of  new  house  building  in  the  Rural  District  will 
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continue  during  1966.  There  could,  however,  be  a  brake  on  development 
in  the  Deepings  area,  for  a  time,  in  viev;  of  tne  fact  that  development 
has  taken  place  so  quickly  there  that  the  new  sewers  und  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Deeping  St,  James  are  rapidly  approaching  the 
time  when  they  ma^  become  overloaded,  but  the  Council  has  now  realised 
this  fact,  and,  towards  the  ond  of  the  year,  the  Consulting  Engineers 
were  instructed  to  prepare  proposals  for  easing  tiiis  situation. 

5.  DRAIMGE 


As  I  look  back  over  nearly  27  years  service  with  this  Council, 

I  realise,  and  appreciate  with  much  satisfaction,  the  tremendous 
strides  the  Council  have  taken  in  the  provision  of  new  sewerage 
systems  and  sewage  disposal  works  in  their  area.  In  1939,  when  I 
first  came  to  South  Kesteven,  not  one  village  in  the  whole  district 
was  satisfactorilji^  sewered.  Since  the  end  of  the  second  VI or  Id  War, 
the  Council  has  been  most  progressive  and  has  taken  full  advantage 
of  the  grants  available  for  tiiis  work  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies 
and  Sewerage  Works  Acts,  New  schemes  have  been  completed  and  are  in 
operation  in  the  villages  of  Billing boro ugh,  Korbling,  Baston, 

Langtoft,  Market  Deeping,  Deeping  St,  James,  Corby  Glen,  Thurlby, 

Morton  and  Haconby,  these  being  the  larger  centres  of  |DOpulation  in 
the  Rural  District,  and  these  new  sciiemes  saw  the  completion  of 
Phase  1  of  the  Council's  post-war  Sewerage  Programme,  During  the 
past  year,  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  (Messrs,  G.B.  Kershaw 
and  Kaufman,  of  Westminster,  London)  were  busily  engaged  in  carrying 
out  surveys  and  investigations  in  connection  with  the  implementation 
of  phase  2  of  tiie  Council's  Sewerage  Programme,  and  detailed  proposals 
by  the  Engineers  for  new  schemes  in  the  villages  of  Folkingham, 

Pointon,  Swayfield,  Swinstead,  Castle  Bytham,  Little  Bytham,  Uffington, 
Rippingale,  Dowsby,  Dunsby  and  Edenham,  have  now  been  considered  by 
the  Council,  and  quite  a  number  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister 
for  approval.  Unfortunately,  the  “economic  squeeze"  in  1965  may 
have  the  effect  of  retarding  some  of  these  schemes,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  some,  at  least,  will  be  allowed  to  go  foim-jard  to  eradicate  the 
ever-present  danger  to  public  health  caused  by  the  continuing 
discharge  of  crude  sewage  into  watercourses  tliroughout  the  district. 
Although  the  larger  villages  have  now  been  dealt  with,  the  needs  of 
the  smaller  villages  must  not  be  shelved,  VIhat  were  only  small 
nuisances  years  ago  have  now  increased  considerably,  as  tne  provision 
of  more  and  more  batiirooms  and  water  closets  is  now  taking  place  well 
in  advance  of  the  provision  of  new  sewage  disposal  schemes.  The 
effluent  from  an  inadequate  septic  tank  at  Castle  Bytham  discharges 
into  a  main  watercourse,  whilst  crude  sewage  from  Little  Bytham 
discharges  direct  into  the  same  main  watercourse  further  downstream. 

At  Uffington,  the  discharge  of  untreated  sevjage  into  a  dyke  at  Casewick 
Lane  is  so  foul  that  the  Council,  for  many  years,  has  had  to  have  the 
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dyke  in  question  cleaned  out  four  times  per  year.  At  Rippingale, 

Dousby,  Duns  by  and  Edenham,  untreated  se^^/age  is  discharged  into  main 
watercourses  or  farm  dykes,  and  continuing  nuisances  are  over  present. 
Perhaps  this  Council,  by  its  progressive  policy  years  ago  in 
providing  water  supplies  to  all  the  villages  in  the  area,  has 
contributed  to  the  increase  in  these  nuisances,  but  it  is  an  old 
axiom  that,  once  you  provide  water  "on  tap",  then  facilities  for 
the  disposal  of  waste  water  are  as  equally  important,  and  I  would 
strongly  urge  the  Council  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  cairy  on  with 
the  provision  of  new  sewerage  schemes  for  all  the  villages  in  its 
area.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  tne  provision  of  new  sewers,  to 
link  U]D  with  the  Morton  and  Haconby  scheme,  was  allowed  to  go  forward 
at  Stainfield,  which  is  only  a  small  hamlet,  and  this  work  had  commenced 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  a  result  of  the  Co’oncil  continuing  to  exercise  its  power  imder 
Section  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  by  arranging  Contracts  with 
local  builders  for  house  drainage  systems  to  be  disconnected  from  old 
sewers  and  sewer  dykes,  and  connected  to  ne^J  Sewerage  Systems,  a  further 
16  properties  in  Billing boro ugh,  and  4  properties  in  Market  Deeping 
and  Deeping  St,  James  wore  so  dealt  with  during  the  past  year,  making 
a  total  of  346  houses  dealt  with  since  this  procedure  was  first 
instituted  several  years  ago,  F'arther  similar  proposals  in  respect 
of  more  properties  in  Billing oorough  and  the  Deepings  area  had  to  be 
deferred  later  in  the  year  as  a  result  of  the  Government's  curtailment 
of  public  expenditure.  The  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued 
to  devote  a  large  amount  of  their  time  to  drainage  matters  during  the 
past  year,  and  1190  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  drainage 
problems  as  compared  with  923  for  the  previous  year,  and  3o3  drain 
tests  were  carried  out  as  compared  with  359  during  the  previous  year. 
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Details  of  the  niuiiber  of  house  connections  made  to  the  nevj  sewers 
in  the  ten  villages  served  by  the  new  Sewerage  Schemes,  together  with 
the  percentage  of  the  approximate  number  of  houses  wiiich  are  capable 
of  being  so  connected  are  as  follows 


Village 

Houses  connected  to 

new  sewers 

Approx,  total  No, 
of  houses  capable 
of  being 
connected 

— 

% 

Private 

Council 

Total 

Billingboro  ugh 

283 

74 

357 

437 

82% 

Horbling 

89 

50 

139 

184 

76% 

JOO% 

Corby  Glen 

141 

48 

189 

189 

Boston 

103 

60 

163 

187 

S7% 

Lang toft 

112 

36 

148 

153 

97% 

Market  Deeping 

319 

144 

463 

598 

77% 

Deeping  St.  James 
Thurlby  and 

436 

179 

615 

771 

79% 

Northorpe 

186 

46 

232 

244 

95% 

Haconby 

Morton  and 

48 

4 

52 

66 

79% 

Hanthorpe 

140 

132 

272 

278 

9^ 

TOTALS 

1 

1857 

773 

2630 

3107 

87% 

In  addition  to  this  work,  23  new  water  closets  were  provided  in 
place  of  existing  pail  closets  or  privy  vaults,  with  the  aid  of  50% 
grants  towards  the  costs  incurred  by  the  owners  in  so  doing,  at 
d'.^ellinghouses  at  Market  Deeping,  Deeping  So,  James,  Thurlby,  Haconby 
and  Morton,  The  total  cash  value  of  such  grants  amounted  to 
£695  Os,  3d,  as  compared  with  £160  13s.  3d,  for  the  previous 

year, 

6.  GIEiiNSING  SMKVIGES 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

One  of  the  most  useful  services  provided  by  the  Council,  yet 
one  which  is  taken  very  much  for  granted,  is  tne  collection  and 
disposal  of  household  refuse.  Very  little  praise  is  given  to  the 
men  who  carry  out  this  uncongenial  type  of  work,  day  in,  day  out, 
in  all  kinds  of  vjeathers,  but  criticism  is  soon  forthcoming  if 
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dustbins  are  not  emptied  "on  time”,  Fortunately,  strikes  by  local 
government  employees  are  rare,  but,  if  these  should  occur,  or  we 
reach  the  stage  in  modern  society  when  education  has  so  far  advanced 
that  no-one  wants  to  do  this  type  of  work,  we  should  all  realise,  very 
quickly,  what  a  great  boon  is  the  refuse  collection  service.  In  this 
district,  the  collection  is  fortnightly  from  the  rear  of  ct-^ellinghouses, 
but  I  feel  that  the  time  must  come  eventually  for  the  Council  to 
provide  a  weekly  service;  putrescible  matter,  kept  in  a  dustbin  for 
two  weeks,  particularly^  during  the  summer  months,  quickly  decomposes 
and  is  a  potential  breeding  ground  for  germs,  and  provides  a 
similarly’'  good  breeding  ground  for  flies,  and  harbourage  for  rats, 
when  the  refuse  is  dumped  at  the  refuse  tips, 

Three  refuse  freighters  with  9  workmen  now  carry  out  this  service 
under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  (Mr,  A,H,  Harvey)  and  refuse 
from  approxiraately  5>000  properties  is  collected  and  disposed  of 
annually'  at  the  Council's  refuse  tips  situated  at  Billingbcrough, 
Thurlby,  Carlby,  Uffington,  Swinstead  and  Deeping  St,  James, 

During  the  year,  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  two  salvage 
trailers  for  the  collection  of  waste  paper,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Surveyor  iiad  found  an  outlet  for  this  class  of  material,  and, 
during  the  year,  34  tons,  8  cwts,  2  qrs,  of  waste  paper  were  sold  for 
£174  17s,  6d,  I  hope  that  tliis  will  continue  as,  apart  from 

saving  tipping  space,  it  also  helps  to  keep  the  tips  in  a  more  tidy 
condition  than  would  be  so, 

(b)  Pail  and  Cesspool  Emptying  Service, 

The  free  weekly  emptying  of  sanitary  pails  from  dwellinghouses 
in  the  district  continues  to  provide  a  useful  service  to  those 
householders  in  the  unsewered  villages  who  do  not  have  vjater  closets, 
but  I  look  lori'Jard  to  the  day  when  all  villages  in  the  district  have 
been  provided  with  new  sewerage  systems,  with  uiie  ultimate  benefit  of 
water-borne  sanitation.  The  present  searvice  is  carried  out  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  (Mr,  A.H.  Harvey),  by  two  1100  gallons 
capacity  Cesspool  emptying  vehicles,  provided  with  pail  hopper 
attachments,  each  vehicle  being  manned  by  a  team  of  tiiree  men 
comprising  a  Driver/Locder  and  two  Loaders,  Approximately  900  pails 
are  emptied  weekly,  and  it  is  good  to  see  that  this  number  is  now 
diminishing  as  each  year  passes,  due  to  the  provision  of  nevj  sexjerage 
schemes  in  several  more  villages  each  year.  The  nightsoil  thus 
collected  is  disposed  of  by  composting  by  arrangement  with  certain 
farmers  in  the  district,  but  the  present  system  is  not  satisfactory, 
and  I  was  very  pleased  when  the  Council  decided,  during  the  year,  to 
ask  their  Consulting  Engineers  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  nightsoil 
disposal  facilities  to  be  provided  at  the  Horbling  sewage  disposal 
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works  a  It  is  anticipated  that  these  facilities  will  be  provided 
during  tne  current  year  and  thus  ease  tne  minds  of  your  Public  Health 
Officers  who  have  never  been  very  happy  about  the  existing  disposal 
arrangements.  Complaints  from  householders  in  regard  to  the  collection 
of  nightsoil  from  d^-^ellinghouses  are  surprisingly  few,  and  the  Council’s 
employees  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  way  in  whicn  they  carry  out 
work  which  very  few  of  us  would  be  willing  to  do. 

In  addition  to  the  weekly  pail  emptying  service,  privy  vaults, 
cesspools,  septic  tanks,  etc,,  at  d-.’ellinghouses  and  other  premises 
are  emptied  upon  request,  either  as  a  free  service  or  upon  payment. 

In  those  villages  where  no  now  post-war  sewerage  scheme  has  been 
provided,  one  free  errotying  per  year  is  given,  and  a  charge  is  made 
for  subsequent  emptyings  during  the  same  twelve  months,  whilst  in 
those  villages  wliich  are  in  fact  provided  with  modern  sewerage  schomes, 
a  charge  is  made  for  every  emptying.  Details  of  such  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  are  as  follow ss- 

Emptying  of  Vaults,  Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks,  etc.. 


(a)  Septic  tanl^s  and  Cesspools  emptied,,  .,  ••  ,«  630 

(b)  Single  vaults  emptied  ,,  ,.  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  31 

(c)  Double  vaults  emptied  ,.  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  — 
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Tills  branch  of  work  resulted  in  an  income  of  £151  9s.  2d.  to 

the  Council  during  tide  year,  as  compared  with  £131  13s,  4d,  for 

the  previous  year. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  decided  to  discontinue  the  pail 
emptying  service  in  Daston  and  Corby  Glen,  in  viev;  of  the  fact  that 
it  was  felt  tiiat  tnese  villages  had  had  post-war  sewerage  scnemes  in 
operation  long  enough  to  justify  tnis  decision,  and  public  notice  was 
given  in  the  local  newspapers  giving  six  months’  notice  of  the 
Council’s  intentions  in  this  respect.  Unfortunately,  the  Government’s 
decision,  soon  after  tills  course  of  action  was  decided  to  oe  taken, 
to  restrict  local  authority  expenditure,  meant  that  the  Council  had 
to  suspend  the  giving  of  Conversion  Grants  for  the  provision  of  water 
closets  for  closets  of  any  ether  type,  and  it  was  subsequently  decided 
to  withdraw  the  public  notice  until  such  time  as  Conversion  Grants 
could  be  re-introducod.>  Both  decisions  were  the  right  ones  to  take 
in  view  of  the  conditions  prevailing  at  the  times  they  were  made,  and 
I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  too  long  before  the  Council  can  again 
proceed  with  their  original  intention,  as,  it  will  only  be  as  a  result 
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of  taking  tliis  action  that  we  shall  be  able  to  see  that  every  house 
in  the  villages  concerned  will  be  provided  with  a  water  closet,  I 
hope  also  that  a  similar  decision  will  be  made  in  other  villages  in 
due  course  where  tnere  is  no  reason  wliy  the  houses  therein  should  not 
have  water  closets,  tne  drainage  from  which  is  connected  to  nev?  sow  ora 
systems. 


There  are  three  main  supplies  of  water,  now  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  South  Lincolnslaire  Water  board,  to  the  villages 
in  the  Ruj-al  District,  and  these  are  as  follov/s:- 


(a)  The  villages  of  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping,  Wilsthorpe 


Braceborough,  Greatford,  Be^rholm,  Tallington  and 


III  est 


D 


oeping 


ire  sui^plied  by  the  Peterborough  Corporation. 


(b)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  I-Iorbling,  Bridge  End, 

BillingDorough,  Birtliorpe,  Follcingham,  Laughton,  Aslackby, 
Pointon,  Millthorpe,  Little  Dowsby,  Graby,  Kirkby  Underaood 
and  Stainfield  are  supplied  from  the  bore  at  Billingborough* 


(c)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Dowsby,  Dunsby,  Haconby,  Morton, 
Rippingale,  Thurlby,  Toft,  Lound,  Manthorpe,  VJitham-on-the- 
Kill,  Carlby,  Careby,  Holywell,  Little  Bytham,  Creeton, 
Counthorpe,  Castle  Bytham,  Swayfield,  Swinstead,  Irnham, 
Hawthorpe,  Bulby,  Edenham  and  Corby  Glen  are  supplied  from 
the  Bore  at  Bourne  tlirough  the  Lound  Puiuping  Station, 


Uffington  is  supplied  from  Stamford, 

Every  Parish  in  the  Piural  District  has  a  piped  supplj^  of  mains 
water  and,  apart  from  a  few  hamlets  and  small  groups  of  houses  in  the 
Fens,  it  is  now  possible  for  over  94%  of  the  houses  in  tne  area  to  be 
supplied  with  piped  water.  Tl'iis  is  of  particular  help  to  your 
Public  Health  Officers,  when  samples  of  water  taken  from  private  bores 
wells,  etc.,  are  found  to  be  polluted,  as  the  use  of  these  can  now  be 
discontinued  and  the  houses  in  question  provided  with  a  pure  and 
sufficient  supply  of  water  for  all  purposes  from  the  Water  Board* s 
mains. 


Eight  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from  private 
bores,  wells,  etc.  Details  of  the  results  found  upon  analysis  are 
as  follo^/s:- 

Water  Samples. 

From  Private  Bores,  Wells,  Etc.,  ,,  .,  ,,  ,,  ,,  8 


(i)  Nutiiber  found  to  be  satisfactory 
(ii)  Nurfbor  found  to  be  polluted  ,, 


5 

3 


No  samples  were  taken  frori  public  supplies  during  the  year, 
following  the  taking  over  Of  these  supplies  by  the  South 
Lincolnsiiire  Water  Board,  but  it  is  intended  to  resume  such  sampling 
during  the  current  year,  Vlith  regard  to  the  three  unsatisfactory 
samples  taken  from  private  supplies,  the  occupiers  of  the  houses 
concerned  were  advised  to  boil  all  such  water  used  for  drinking 
purposes,  and  the  owners  were  given  adviec  with  a  view  to  an 
improvement  being  effected  in  the  condition  of  these  supplies. 

Details  of  the  nuiiber  of  dwelling  ho  uses  supplied  from  the 
public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses  and  (b)  by  means  of 
standpipes,  are  as  follows 

Direct  Stand 
Pipe 


Aslackby  and  Laughton  ,,  ,, 

Barilo Im  and  Stowe  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Baston, . 

Billingborough, ,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Brace borough  and  Wilsthorpe, 
Careby,  Aunby  and  Holyi-vell, , 

Carlby,,  ,,  ,,  . . 

Castle  Bytham  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Corby  Glen,.  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Counthorpe  and  Greet on, ,  , , 

Deeping  St.  Janes  ,, 

Dowsby, ,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Dunsby,,  ,,  ,.  ,,  ,,  ,. 

Edenham,  ,,  ,,  . . 

Folkingham,,  ,,  ,,  •• 

Greatf ord  ,,  ,,  ••  •• 

Haconby,  .,  ,, 

Horbling  , ,  . .  , ,  , •  , , 

Irnham,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Kirkby  Under.-.' ood  .,  ,,  •• 

Langtoft  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Little  Bytham  , ,  , ,  , ,  , • 

Market  Deeping,,  ,,  ,, 

Mort  on, ,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ••  •« 

Pointon  and  Sempringham,  , , 
Rippingale,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Swayfield  ,,  •• 

Swinstead  ,,  ,,  «•  •• 


73 

38 

184 

368 

50 

48 

57 

160 

220 

47 

797 

59 
45 

128 

159 

50 

88 

133 

35 

60 
165 

92 

571 

299 

128 

191 

60 

85 


21 


Tallington, *  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,*  ,,  ,*  ,,  ,,  102 

Thurlby,  ,,  ,,  .o  ••  . . .  246 

Tofi:^  Lound  and  Mantnorpe  o*  ••  ••  ••  ••  .•  45 

Uf f ington  ,,  ,,  ,,  ••  *o  ••  ••  . .  Ill 

West  Doeping  ,*  ,,  . . .  ••  90 

Witham-on-the-Hill,,  ,,  ,»  •«  ••  63 


5,047  1 


8,  ICODENT  CONTROL 

V<e  are  fortunate  in  tiiis  Rural  District  to  have  a  man  of  the 
calibre  of  Mr,  F,H,  Batchelor,  who  is  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator, 
and  whose  experience  as  a  gaQekeejDer  before  he  v/as  first  eraployed  by 
this  Council  over  11  years  ago,  has  given  hiui  the  necessary  background, 
experience  and  expertise  in  the  continuous  and  relentless  war  against 
rats  and  mice.  Farmers  and  householders  who  have  been  troubled  with 
these  rodents  value  his  services,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  any  case 
where  he  has  been  “stumped”,  even  though,  in  a  few  odd  cases,  he  has 
had  to  vary  his  “magic  potions”  in  order  to  acliieve  the  required 
result. 

The  winter  of  1964  proved  to  be  a  “peak”  year  for  rats  and  mice, 
and  the  Council  decided  to  give  Mr,  Batchelor  the  assistance  of  Mr. 

W,  Key  for  four  winter  months.  Unfortunately,  Mr.  W,  Key  died  in  the 
Spring  of  1965,  and  has  not  been  replaced,  but,  fortunately,  the 
vjinter  of  1965  has  proved  only  to  be  a  “normal”  one  for  rats  and  mice, 
and,  consequently  iir,  Batchelor  has  been  able  to  cope  with  all  calls  on 
his  services. 

Regular  surveying  of  lands  and  premises  was  carried  out  in  order 
to  ascertain  sources  of  infestations,  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s 
obligations  under  Section  2(a)  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949.  Ih  addition  to  providing  a  free  ser'^ice  for  Rodent 
Disinfestation  works  at  private  dwollinghouscs  in  the  District,  the 
Rodent  Operator  carried  out  similar  work  at  business  premises  and 
farms,  at  a  standard  charge  of  12s,  6d.  per  hour  with  123,  6d, 
minimum  charge,  which  sum  includes  liis  time,  materials  and  travelling 
expenses. 

The  Rodent  Operator  exercised  strict  control  of  all  the  Council’s 
properties  during  the  year,  including  refuse  tips,  which  have  been 
treated  regularly  and  systematically,  and  of  the  many  sewer  dadoes  and 
parish  watercourses.  In  addition  2887  private  djollinghouses  were 
treated  as  also  were  157  business  and  farm  premises.  In  consec^uenGe 


22 


of  all  those  operations  3513  inspections  \iere  carried  out, 
9.  PSTIcCLSdl-i  ACTS 


During  the  past  year,  200  visits  were  made  to  premises  vhiere 
petroleum  spirit  is  stored,  as  compared  with  155  visits  for  the 
previous  year,  and  113  licences  were  issued  by  the  Department,  as 
compared  with  lOB  for  the  previous  year,  after  storage  conditions 
had  been  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  when  the  usual  safety 
precautions  had  been  found  to  have  been  complied  with,  by  the 
provision  of  the  required  number  of  fire  extinguishers  and  a  quantity 
of  sand, 

10,  BlPKOVDijEhl  giiiNTS 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during 

tne  year 

( b )  N umbe r  a^Dpr o ve  d 

( c )  N  umbe  r  re  j  e  ct e  d 

(d)  Number  still  under  consideration  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

(e)  NuQiber  of  ajppli cations  not  proceeded  with 

(f)  Total  Cash  value  of  Grants  a2:'proved  during 

the  year  ~  £11,901  Os,  Od, 

(b)  Standard  Grants 

(a)  Nuraber  of  aiaplications  received  during 

the  year 

(b)  Number  approved 

(c)  Number  rejected 

(d)  Number  still  under  consideration  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

(e)  Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with 

(f)  Total  Gash  value  of  Grants  approved  during 

the  year  -  £3,11B  Os,  Od. 

As  will  be  seen  from  tne  “Details  of  Visits”  in  Section  2  on 
Page  3  of  this  P.eport,  apart  from  visits  in  connection  with  Drainage 
and  Building  Inspections,  more  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
Improvement  Grants  than  for  any  other  duiies  of  the  Department,  and  it 
is  felt  tham  the  time  spent  on  this  work  is  well  wortli-wiiile  in 
helping  to  raise  the  stf.ndards  of  living  accommodation  in  the 
district.  Even  the  number  of  visits  cannot  ade^^uately  portray  the 
largo  amount  of  time  devoted  to  this  wr-rk  by  your  Public  Health 


31 

30 
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1 

Nil 


24 

21 

Nil 

2 
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Inspectors,  involving  as  it  does  iiieetings  v;ith  owners  and  builders 
in  order  to  check  proposals,  checking  builders'  ^Drices  and 
specificatioxus,  further  visits  to  properties  uhen  applications  iiavc 
been  received,  visits  whilst  vjorks  are  in  progress,  and  a  final 
inspection  when  the  works  have  been  corapleted  in  order  to  see  tliat 
the  works  have  been  satisfactorily  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
plans  and  specifications  approved,  so  that  the  amount  of  grant 
previously  approved  by  the  Council  can  be  paid  to  the  applicant. 

The  Council's  record  on  Improveaent  Grants  is  one  of  which  they 
can  be  proud,  as,  since  these  grants  were  introduced,  the  Council 
has  assisted  the  owners  of  nearly  700  houses  to  improve  them  with  the 
aid  of  either  Discrutionary  or  Standard  Improvement  Grants,  In 
addition,  your  Officers  share  in  the  sense  of  acliievoment,  as  work 
of  this  kind  is  most  rewarding  in  the  feeling  that  we  have  been  able 
to  see  the  life  of  man;^^  of  our  older  houses  usefully  extended,  and, 
in  addition,  tuore  and  more  houses  are  being  provided  with  those 
modern  amenities  which  should  now  surely  be  the  right  of  everyone 
to  expect, 

Thu  introduction  by  the  Government  of  new  legislation  allowing 
local  authorities  to  give  Standard  Improvement  Grants  on  a  reduced 
standard  was,  I  felt,  a  retrograde  step,  and  one  which  I  viewed  with 
some  misgivings,  as  I  felt  that  some  owners  would  be  "encouraged” 
to  carry  out  only  "half  a  Job",  fortunately,  as  far  as  tliis  district 
is  concerned,  this  has  not  happened,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that 
not  OxUe  application  for  this  type  of  grant  was  received  during  the 
year.  Full  use  has  been  made  of  the  "extended"  Standard  Grant, 
whereby  wo  are  enabled  to  give  a  Standard  Grant  above  the  normal 
maximuLi  figure  of  £155  Os,  Od,  for  the  provision  of  five  basic 
amenities,  in  tiiosc-  cases  where  it  has  been  found  txhat  the  only  way 
to  provide  a  separate  batliroom  has  been  to  build  on  a  new  structure, 
and  in  those  cases  where  main  drainage  has  not  been  available  and  it 
has  been  necessary  to  construct  a  septic  tank,  I  would  again  express 
the  hope  that,  if  we  are  to  have  any  compulsion  in  regard  to 
Improvement  Grants,  the  Governruent  vjill  soon  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  that  the  twelve  point 
standard  now  applicable  to  applications  for  Discretionary  Improvement 
Grants  be  made  the  standard  for  a  "fit"  house,  rather  than  continue 
with  the  present  partial  compulsory  powers  wliich  are  bound  to  create 
anomalies  and  injustices. 

In  my  Annual  Reports  for  1963  and  1964^  I  drew  attention  to  the 
anomaly  which  exists  at  present  where,  in  the  case  of  a  Discretionary 
Grant,  if  a  solid  fuel  appliance  is  to  be  installed  for  both  cooking 
and  heating  vjater,  the  cost  has  to  be  apportioned  and  grant 
calculated  by  reference  to  the  notional  cost  of  providing  a  hot 
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vjc-.tcr  supply,  vjhereas,  in  ths  case  of  a  Standard  Grant,  if  such 
an  a^^plianco  is  installed,  the  cost  cannot  be  admitted  for  grant. 

In  the  interests  of  consistency  alone,  the  sooner  this  anomaly  is 
ended  the  bettor, 

11,  BUILDING  INSPECIIQNS 

During  the  year,  tho  average  namber  of  j)lans  ajDproved  under 
Building  Byelal^/s  was  31  per  month,  as  compared  nith  27  plans  per 
month  during  the  preceding  year,  Tiiis  figure  has  increased  considerabl;^^ 
during  the  past  fevj  years,  and  is  exclusive  of  the  many  additional 
applications  received  each  month  for  Planning  Approval,  With  the 
building  up  of  the  Deepings  area,  prospective  developers  are  now 
turning  their  eyes  to  Baston,  Langtoft,  Thurlby  and  even  Morton, 
wiiich  is  north  of  Bourne,  and  with  proposals  now  ‘’on  the  stocks”,  it 
is  evident  that  the  nuiifoer  of  applications  which  we  will  receive 
during  1966  will  increase  again. 


The  Council’ s  Planning  Comrriittee,  under  the  Chairmanship  of 
Councillor  G.G,  Crow  son,  has  again  had  a  busy  year,  and,  in  view  of 
the  considerable  increase  in  the  business  with  which  this  Committee 
now  has  to  deal,  they  decided,  very  wisely,  to  delegate  authority  to 
me  to  approve  or  reject  all  applications  for  approval  under  Building 
Byelaws,  and  also  gave  autliority  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to 
similarly  approve  straightforward  applications  for  planning  Consent, 
without  waiting  for  Committee  approval.  The  Committee  novj  devotes 
its  energies  to  the  more  important  aspects  ox  Planning  Control,  such 
as  large  scale  estate  development,  and  matters  of  a  contentious 
nature,  and  consequently  tne  Committee  is  able  now  to  give  more  time 
to  the  more  important  masters  with  Wxiich  thev  have  to  deal  and 
wliich  require  a  lot  of  thought  and  discussion  before  a  decision  is 
reached.  Not  only  is  tliis  delegation  a  good  thing  from  your  Officers’ 
point  of  view,  but  it  is  also  most  helpful  to  individual  ratepayers 
and  builders  in  that  they  do  not  have  to  wait  for  a  Committee  meeting 
before  a  decision  is  given  on  applications  which  are  of  a  straight- 
fonjard  nature, 

Tliis  wise  decision  of  the  Planning  Committee  will  also  have  a 
more  far  reaching  effect  now  that  the  new  Buildiiig  Regulations  are 
due  to  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  Pebruary,  1966.  The  Regulations 
themselves  are  much  more  complex  than  the  old  Building  Byelaws,  and 
future  apiDlications  for  approval  \^111  require  much  more  detailed  study 
before  appi^oval  is  given,  consequently,  any  action  which  will  have 
the  effect  of  ’’speeding  up”  the  approval  of  applications  is  to  be 
liignly  comxiended. 

The  appointment  of  a  Building  Inspector  in  the  Department  has 
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dono  much  to  improve  and  facilitate  Building  Control,  and  lias  enabled 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  devote  more  time  to  their  public 
heal-ch  duties,  particularly  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963.  So  many  facets  of  the  Building  Regulations  are  co-related 
with  Housing  Inspections,  Improvement  Gr..nts,  and  other  Public  Health 
duties,  tnat  the  control  of  these  together  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  enables  the  broader  pattern  to  emerge  in  relation  to  each 
service,  and.  is  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

12,  IMRECTIQUS  DISIL.-iSES 

The  past  year  was  a  quiet  one  in  regard  to  Infectious  Diseases, 
and  only  15  visits  were  made,  generally-  of  a  routine  nature,  by  your 
Officers,  as  compared  with  53  visits  during  1964^  -^hd  nothing  of 
note  occurred  to  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  Council’s  attention 
to  be  directed. 


Constant  vigilance  is  still  the  watch&Jord  for  all  concerned  in 
the  prevention  of  disease,  and  I  would  again  stress  the  need  for  tlie 
highest  standards  of  personal  hygiene,  and  for  the  regular  washing  of 
hands  after  using  a  sanitary  convenience  and  before  handling  food, 
both  in  the  home  and  in  food  premises,  iiany  ”tumi.iy“  upsets  v/ould  be 
avoided  if  tliis  simple  exercise  was  regularly'"  practised, 

13,  CiiRAV-aNS 


There  are  three  private  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  area, 
all  situated  at  Market  Deeping,  and  these  were  all  well  maintained 
during  the  past  year.  These  sites  obviously  fulfil  a  need,  either  as 
temporary  or  permanent  hones,  for  those  Wiio,  by  necessity  or  choioo, 
thinlc  fit  to  live  in  them.  In  addition  to  the  usual  amenities  of  piped 
water,  water  closets,  individual  waste  water  gullies,  main  drainage,  and 
electricity  provided  on  all  three  sites,  the  larger  of  the  three  sites 
has  been  provided  during  the  past  year  with  a  large  bath-house,  with 
hot  and  cold  running  water,  and  tliis  is  an  additional  boon  to  those 
caravan  d/ellers  with  children  wno  live  on  tliis  site. 


The  regular  annual  “invasion”  of  a  large  field  at  Rippingale 
by  caravans  of  all  shapes,  sizes  and  types  of  construction  occurred 
once  again  in  June  and  July  for  five  or  six  weeks,  for  the  currant 
picking  season,  and  the  farmer  concerned  continued  ins  undertaking 
to  the  Council  to  have  a  resident  Warden  on  the  site.  As  a  result 
of  the  Vlarden  being  on  the  site  for  virtually  24  hours  each  day,  I 
am  pleased  once  again  to  bo  able  to  report  that  no  corqalaints  of 
nuisances  were  received,  either  in  regard  to  the  site  itself  or  in 
regard  to  the  fouling  of  hedge-rows  or  dykes  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  site,  complaints  in  respect  of  wliich  used  to  be  prevalent 
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before  a  resident  warden  v;as  employed  thereat.  The  site  is  provided 
with  a  piped  water  supply  by  standpipes,  and  a  minor  improvement  last 
year  was  the  provision  of  chemical  closets  in  place  of  field  sanitation 
conveniences,  which  were  in  bein^^-  in  previous  years.  One  yearns  for 
the  day  when  the  farmer  conct,rned  will  carry  out  liis  ultimate  promise 
of  providing’  water  closets,  or  when  fruit  picking  macnines  are  so  far 
advanced  that  they  will  render  the  influx  of  uhese  c^.ravan  di-Jollers 
into  our  area  unnecessary. 


14,  Oki'TCiiiS,  briGPS  a'A'D  PPihixIbEd  ACT,  1963 » 

As  stated  previously,  with  the  appointment  of  a  full-time 
Building  Inspector,  it  was  found  possible,  during  the  year,  for  the 
Council’s  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  commence  inspections  under  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  and  the  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  during  the  year,  the 
total  number  of  premises  registered  to  date,  and  the  nuiuber  of 
registered  prcoiecs  receiving  a  g-eneral  inspection  during  the  year. 
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Fifty- tvjo  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises  during  the  year, 
and  an  additional  fifty-one  visits  were  made  to  various  premises  which 
were  subsequently  found  to  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
Included  in  the  premises  visited  were  a  number  of  catering 
establi slime nts  and  food  shops,  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  of 
carrying  out  inspections  thereat  under  the  Food  i^giene  Regulations, 
and  action  was  also  taken  with  a  view  to  improvements  being  carried 
out  also  in  this  connection. 

One  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963,  is  the  lack  of  a  statutory  standard  for  lighting, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will  introduce  a  statutory 
standard  in  tliis  respect  in  the  near  future.  The  standard  of  lighting 
generally  in  sliops  and  of lice s  in  the  district  is  not  as  good  as 
one  would  wish,  and  one  of  the  problems  found  in  regard  to  lighting 
is  that  what  may  be  considered  reasonable  for  a  person  with  very  good 
eye-sight  may  be  quite  inadequate  for  those  whoso  eye-sight  is  not 
so  good, 

15.  STAFF 


To  achieve  improvements  in  Environmental  Health,  good  team-work 
is  essential,  and,  whilst  I  am  the  ‘’captain”,  dul^''  appointed  by  the 
Council  of  the  “environmental  health  team”,  it  is  essential  that  the 
other  members  of  the  “team”  are  ably  playing  their  full  part,  Mr, 

W,J,  Watson  continues  to  "defend”  efficiently  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  in  the  southern  end  of  the  district,  wliilst  Mr.  B.VJ,  Hyde 
"attacks"  liis  duties  in  the  north  and  west  with  enthusiasm  and 
keenness,  lir,  C.H,  Busby  shows  iiis  "craft”  in  the  very  satisfactory 
way  in  wliich  he  carries  out  his  duties  on  the  practical  side  of  Building 
Control,  It  was  with  much  regret  that  the  "team"  lost  the  services, 
during  the  year  of  Miss  S.M,  Curtis,  who  had  most  ably  discliarged 
her  duties  as  the  senior  "back  room"  girl  on  the  clerical  side  and 
we  wish  her  well  in  pastures  neWo  To  fill  the  gap.  Miss  J.  Rawlinson 
was  promoted  and  has  more  than  justified  the  confidence  which  I  had 
in  her  by  the  way  in  which  she  has  so  quickly  and  efficientl;)^ 
shouldered  her  increased  responsibilities.  Miss  P,  hade  has  very 
quickly  settled  down  as  her  "team-mate”  and  efficiently  deals  with 
the  clerical  side  of  Building  Control, 


I  cannot  conclude  this  Report  without  expressing  aiy  sincere 
appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  Chairman  (Councillor  Dr,  J.A,  Galletly) 
and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  confidence  and 
support  which  they  give  to  me,  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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(Dr,  li,  Ellis  Smith)  lor  iiis  understanding  of  tho  man;^^  Public  Health 
problems  with  v;nich  we  are  jointly  concerned  and  whose  counecl  is  so 
invaluable,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  (Mr,  J,J,C,  Gouldcr)  for  his 
sound  advice  on  many  occasions,  and  to  my  other  colleagues  on  the 
Council's  staff  for  their  courtesy  and  co-operation  in  vjhat  lias  been 
cinotlier  year  of  increased  activity  in  tlie  Public  Health  sphere, 

I  am. 


I'lr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

ViilLTER  A.  CmVERS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 


30 


y 


